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What is Disability Hate Crime?
Police Scotland 

describe 
disability hate 

crime as

‘Any incident which is 
perceived by the victim or 
any other person, to be 
motivated by a hostility 
or prejudice based on 

a person’s disability or 
perceived disability’

This means 
it is a crime 

committed by 
someone who 
does not like 
people with 
disabilities.

The person 
targeted could 

be someone 
who does not 
actually have a 

disability.

If anyone thinks 
a crime had been 

committed because 
of hatred for a 
disabled person 
then it is called 
a disability hate 

crime.

It could be 
carried out by a 

carer, a neighbour, 
a stranger or 

someone you think 
is a friend.

It could be 
one incident 
or something 
that has gone 
on for a long 

time.



Examples of Disability Hate Crime
Threatening 
behaviour

Name 
calling

Sending 
nasty 

messages 
online or in 

texts

Unwanted 
sexual 

touching

this comic 
shows examples 
of disability 

hate crime and 
what you can do 

about it

Vandalism of 
property

Stealing

Punching 
and kicking





Arthur has 
autism and 
has been 
feeling a 
little low 
lately

uGH, I don’t 
want to go 
to work!

at work sales
are up!

but everybody 
needs to pull 
their weight

i Don’t know 
why i employed 

that special 
needs loser 

anyway?

now look what 
you’ve done!
pick up that 

mess!

that’s a 
bit much!

you don’t 
need to stand 
for that. i’ll 

help you 
report him

thanks!

RING!RING!
RING!RING!

hurry up 
you retard!

aargh!

RING!RING!







Cynthia

Home Pals Photies

Hi, I’m Cynthia. Most folks 
call me Cynth. I’m a wee 
bit wobbly because of my 
Cerebral Palsy. I work in a 
cafe in Dundee city centre.

What’s happening?

Cynthia
Today

Had a great day at work today! :)

Bob & 10 others 3 comments

Anger
CANT BELIEVE YOU HAVE A JOB!!

Envy
I can’t get a job and Im not a ********

Jealousy
How can YOU work in a cafe??? 
Spilt any coff ees today you *****??
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Hi, I’m Cynthia. Most folks 
call me Cynth. I’m a wee 
bit wobbly because of my 
Cerebral Palsy. I work in a 
cafe in Dundee city centre.

What’s happening?

Cynthia
Today

Got a great new dress! <3

Alistair & 12 others 5 comments

Anger
Gross!

Envy
U don’t deserve this!!

Jealousy
Because U R a ***********

Cynthia
Leave me alone!

Cynthia
How? Why not?
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Hi, I’m Cynthia. Most folks 
call me Cynth. I’m a wee 
bit wobbly because of my 
Cerebral Palsy. I work in a 
cafe in Dundee city centre.

What’s happening?

Alistair Kirkland
Today

Hey Lass, I think you should block those 
eejits! Also, I saw this and thought it 
might help. 
www.scotland.police.uk/contact-us/hate-
crime-and-third-party-reporting/

Cynthia & 6 others 1 comment

Cynthia
Thank you Ali! You’re an amazing 
mate! 

   www.scotland.police.uk/contact-us/hate-crime-and-third-party-reporting/





call Crime 
Stoppers on 
0800 555 111

go to a 
Third Party 
Reporting 

Centre

report it on 
the Police 
Scotland 
website

There are lots of different 
ways to report a disability 

hate crime, and you can 
also do it anonymously, 

without giving your name. 
YOU CAN: 

call the police. In an 
emergency call 999, 

and in a non-emergency 
call 101

go to a 
police 
station

Tell Someone 
you trust

How can you report
a disability hate crime?

The victim or anyone 
who has witnessed a 
disability hate crime 

can report it.



What happens next?

Keep Safe
If you are out and about 
and don’t know who to 

contact you can look for a 
Keep Safe Place

Show them your 
Keep Safe card 

and explain what 
has happened. 

They will call the 
Police for you 

and call someone 
you trust

If you have contacted the police, 
you can ask to be interviewed 

somewhere you feel comfortable. 
You can bring someone you trust 
with you, it could be a friend, and 

advocate or a solicitor

The person who has 
committed the crime 
could get a tougher 

sentence for committing 
a disability hate crime

Take your time 
and tell the 

Police the facts 
about what 
happened
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